
2017 Envirothon 
DEPOSIT Wins Broome County Envirothon 

This year's regional Envirothon competition was held at the Tioga County  

Sportsmen's Association in Owego on April 27th.  It was a beautiful windy day  

and all the teams had a good time.  Broome County had 10 teams participate –  

2 from Deposit High School, 3 from Chenango Forks High School, 3 from  

Union-Endicott High School, 1 from Windsor High School, and 1 from 

Chenango Valley High School.. Congratulations to Broome County’s  

winning team from Deposit High School—Enviroflies:  Team members  

(pictured at right)( R to L) : Gavin Santamaria, Cooper Hall, Marshal 

Pettersen, Paul Anderson, AJ Decker; Advisor: Mr. Joel Lee; Second 

Place was Chenango Forks High School’s Grizzly Shagbarks: Team members: 

Brooke Maietta, Billy Maines, Dakota Testa, Alex Dimatos, Patrick Saroka; 

Advisors:  Ms. Tina Giovenco & Ms. Lori Tecza.  Third place went 

to Union-Endicott’s High School’s Pusillanimous Pismires:  Team members:  Sean Nedblaski, Rebecalyn Barber, 

Peter Lukach, Annabelle Judy, Michael Herceg; Advisor: Ms. Terre Trupp. The Deposit “Enviroflies” went on to 

represent Broome County at the NYS Envirothon Competition held at William Hobart & Smith Colleges in Geneva, 

NY  on  May 24 & 25 and placed 32nd out of 46 teams. Congratulations!!! 
 

The District would like to THANK the following for their generous contributions for this year's competition:  

Earth Day Southern Tier, Schaefer Logging Inc., Woidt Engineering & Consulting P.C., Molyneaux’s Plantation,  

Wegmans, HAAS Landscape Architects, Urda Engineering, Nimmonsburg Rotary Club, Binghamton Garden Club, 

Terry Woodnorth, Wendy Caldiero.  Also, thanks goes to the USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service for 

coaching in soils, and all the people who volunteered and helped prepare the students for the competition. 
 

The Envirothon is a scholastic competition involving natural resources for high school students.  Local Envirothons 

are held across New York State each spring. The Envirothon tests students' knowledge on five topics: soils, aquatics, 

forestry, wildlife, and current environmental issues with a unique approach to environmental education where teams 

compete outdoors and cooperation is needed to achieve success.  Participation in this competition is great fun for 

both students and their advisors with activities  designed to help students become action-oriented adults.  The 

winning team from each county then goes to the New York State Envirothon.  The winner from the State then 

represents New York State at the National Envirothon. 
 

Anyone wishing to contribute towards to 2018 Envirothon may do so by sending a check to the Broome Co. SWCD.  

Any amount will be greatly appreciated.  This program is funded completely on donations.  Feel free to contact the 

District for any questions regarding donations, volunteering, or the competition in general.  Any school in the 

Broome County area interested in participating may also contact the District office. 

 

********************************************************************************************* 

  FALL  FISH SALE -  Perch, Crappie & Minnows — Orders due by Oct 14, 2017. 

                       Pick up scheduled for October 21.  Order forms available in August at the  

                       office & on our website. 
 

********************************************************************************************* 

SUMMER   2017 

 

DON’T FORGET TO CHECK OUR WEBSITE:  www.broomeswcd.org 



Permits—What is Needed & When 

The following is a brief explanation of some of the different permits 

you may need to be aware of when working on conservation projects.  

Dam Safety Permit: A permit is required if either of the following 

conditions are met: a) the height of the dam exceeds 6’ & the volume 

of the pond is 3 million gallons more OR b) the height of the dam 

exceeds 15’ & the volume is greater than 1 million gal.  The height of 

the dam is measured from the top elevation of the dam to the lowest 

point where the toe of the dam meets the natural ground. 

Protection of Waters Permit: This is required for any work in or 

around protected waters.  Protected waters include designated public 

drinking water supplies and trout streams.  Contact the SWCD or DEC 

before working in or around any streams to see if a permit is required. 

Freshwater Wetlands Permit: These are necessary for any work in or 

within 100’ of protected wetlands.  Information regarding protected 

wetlands can be obtained from your local SWCD, County Planning 

Dept., NYS DEC regional offices and/or possibly local town clerks. 

Mining Permit:  If you plan on removing more than 1000 tons (~750 

cu.yds.) of excavated material from a site within a 12 month period OR 

more than 100 cu.yds. from unprotected waters you will need this 

permit. 

Fish Stocking Permit: This permit is applicable to anyone who plans 

on stocking fish in their ponds.  It is simply a form that needs to be 

filed with DEC at no charge. It can obtained at the SWCD office. 

Grass Carp Permit: If you have decided that grass carp are the best 

means to control submergent vegetation in your pond (it is 

recommended that you consult SWCD staff), this permit will be 

necessary before you are able to purchase the fish. 

State Pollution Discharge Elimination System (SPDES) Permit: A 

permit is required and the regulations must be adhered to for any 

disturbance of more than 1 acre in size (possibly less than 1 ac. where 

discharges go directly to protected waters).  For more information, 

contact the SWCD. 

Additional Permits:  Other permits may be required from your local 

zoning/code enforcement officers and/or US Army Corps of Engineers. 

In many cases, the SWCD can help with obtaining the necessary 

permits & some projects can fall under the District’s “blanket” permit.  

For more information on any of the above mentioned permits, contact 

Chip at the Broome SWCD or the regional NYS DEC office (Region 7; 

Cortland; (607)753-3095. 

  Rain Gardens Improve Water Quality  
 
Did you ever wonder how much water runs off your roof each year? 

Rain and snow account for alot of precipitation each year in New York. 

This stormwater runs off driveways into streets, accumulating oil, litter, 

pesticides, pet wastes and other pollutants from street gutters and 

ditches as it flows into streams where, over time, it causes far-reaching 

environmental damage. Some large storms cause localized flooding and 

erode streambanks. Rain gardens are shallow landscaped depressions 

created to allow stormwater to infiltrate the soil rather than overloading 

storm sewers with huge volumes of runoff  

from precipitation. A rain garden combines physical, biological and 

chemical process to naturally remove most of the pollutants from 

stormwater runoff and slowly release water to streams after storms. The 

pollutant removal process takes place as water comes in contact with 

the soil and roots of the trees, shrubs or other vegetation in a rain 

garden.  Any rain garden, large or small, will enhance the 
landscape, protect surface water quality and provide wildlife 
habitat. It’s easy to build a rain garden. Here are some basic 

guidelines: The shape of the garden is not as important as the drainage 

area. The size of the rain garden should be 5% to 7% of the drainage 

area (generally the drainage area is the same size as your lot). Note the 

lay of the land in your yard and the basic drainage pattern. Following 

that pattern, dig a depression – about 20 feet away from your house and 

your neighbor’s – to catch runoff. Make it deep enough to 

accommodate a 6-inch ponding depth for no more than four days. 

That’s deep enough to hold the first flush of rain but not so deep that 

the area becomes a breeding ground for insects. Make sure your roof 

gutter drains toward the rain garden. Add gravel and soil to your rain 

garden. A soil mixture of 20% leaf mulch, 50% sandy soil, and 30% 

topsoil will retain some water and provide nutrients for the plants. Plus,  

clay particles in the topsoil absorb pollutants. Top off the rain garden 

with shredded hardwood mulch and possibly some small rocks. Your 

planting plan should include species that tolerate extremes. Sometimes 

the garden will be inundated with water and other times it will be very 

dry. The choice of species should include plants that mimic forest 

habitat and have an aesthetic landscape value such as flowers, berries, 

interesting leaves or bark. Groundcovers, perennials, shrubs and trees 

should all be incorporated into the planting design. Some suggestions 

include cardinal flower, great blue lobelia, Joe-pye weed, daylilies,  

buttonbush, sweet pepperbush, river birch and dogwood. These plants 

provide nesting sites and food for birds, and attract beneficial insects 

that provide pollination and pest control. Rain gardens should not 

require any fertilizer or pesticides, and maintenance consists only of 

weeding and pruning.  

For more information, consult these websites:  

www.epa.gov/soakuptherain/soak-rain-rain-gardens, 

www.wildones.org/wp-content/uploads/2012/10/Rainy-Day-

Gardens.pdf 
                Article taken from “EPA Rain Garden” website 

                   MULCH AROUND PLANTS & SHRUBS 
Mulching cools, protects, and enriches the soil.  Placing a layer of  organic 

material around plants provides important nutrients for the plants and an 

ideal environment for earthworms and other organisms that help enrich the 

soil. 

          AVAILABLE FROM THE DISTRICT: (607) 724-9268 x5 

BARLEY STRAW: The District has barley straw bales for sale to help pond 

owners control algae growth in their ponds. The cost is $10/a bale. (just the bale, 

not packages like past)  Contact the District before coming in to pick up a bale. 

POST POUNDER:  The District continues rental of a post pounder.  $75/day, $50 

set up, and $0.75/loaded mile delivery.  Contact Justin at the SWCD for more 

information. 

NO-TILL SEEDER:  The District continues rental of our Truax No-Till seeder for 
agricultural as well as wildlife plantings.  Rental rates for the seeder are $20 per 

acre, $0.75/loaded mile and a $50 set-up fee within the county.  Contact Justin at 

the SWCD for more information.  Requirement for using the no-till seeder is a 
tractor of minimum 50 horsepower with dual remotes.  

 

TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE - The District continues to offer technical 
assistance for pond evaluations, sediment & erosion control, and drainage - 

contact Chip at the SWCD for more information. ($50 per visit) 



Charles McElwee:  Exec. Director 

Holly Lurenz:  Secretary/Asst. Treas. 

Justin Puglisi: Grazing Specialist 
Vacant:  Natural Resource Asst. 

Elena Steele:  NRCS District Con. 

Alana Covington:  NRCS Soil  Con. 

Mike Donahue (Chair): Rural At-Large 

Kelly Wildoner:  Co. Legislature 

Erin Heard: Urban At-Large 
Alex Urda (ViceChair):  Agricultural Rep 

David Bradstreet:  Grange Rep 

Ron Heebner:  Co. Legislature 
Lester Price (Treas):  Farm Bureau 

 

 

 

   

The Broome Co. SWCD & USDA Agencies prohibit any discrimination on the basis of race, color, national 

origin, gender, religion, age, disability, political beliefs, sexual orientation, and marital or family status. 

 **Binghamton Regional Farmers Market— 
Saturdays 9am-1pm and Tuesdays 4pm-7pm behind 
Cornell Cooperative Extension, 840 Upper Front St., 
Binghamton, NY 
 
**Canning w/Ann—Principles of Pickles—July 18 
6p.m.-8 p.m. ($) Cornell Cooperative Ext. 840 Upper 
Front St., Binghamton—for more info contact CCE at 607-
772-8953. 
 
**Low Tunnel Construction—Fall Vegetable 
Crops— ($) Broome County CCE, 840 Upper Front St., 
Binghamton, contact CCE (607)584-9966 for info & 
register 607-584-5007 
 
**Empire Farm Days—August 8-10, Seneca Falls, NY 
for more info visit www.empirefarmdays.com 
 

**2017 Fresh Food Face Off—($) Aug. 30 5:30pm—
CCE, 840 Upper Front St., Binghamton, NY—Local chefs 
create dishes using local, in season ingredients. Contract 
Broome CCE for info. 607-584-9966. 
 
**Tons of Tomatoes! - Canning with Ann—Sept. 12, 
6pm-8pm($), contact CCE at 607-584-9966 for more 
info. And registration 
 

**Dividing Perennials -  CCE-Broome County—Sept. 
28 6:00 p.m. Contact (607) 584-5566 for info and 
registration. 
 

**Perch, Crappie &  Minnows—Orders due by Oct. 
13, pickup will be Friday, Oct. 20 9:00a.m. 
 
**CCE Wreath Sale—Oct. 30, pre-orders begin 
(607)584-5566. 
 

FAIRS:  (you can search the internet for fair information): 

Broome Co. Fair—July 25-30; Whitney Point Fair Grounds  

Tioga Co. Fair—Aug. 2-5, Owego, NY 

Afton Farm Days— July 6-9, Afton, NY 

Chenango Co. Fair—August 8-13, Norwich, NY 

Delaware Co. Fair—August 14-19, Walton, NY   

New York State Fair—August 23—Sept. 4, Syracuse, NY 

 

 

Announcing the Application Cutoff Dates for the 

Upper Susquehanna Agricultural BMP 

Implementation Program 
 

 The Upper Susquehanna Coalition administered by the Tioga County 

Soil and Water Conservation District (SWCD), has partnered with the 

Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) to implement barnyard 

management practices in the Upper Susquehanna watershed through 

the Regional Conservation Partnership Program (RCPP) utilizing 

funding from the Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP). 

Practices funded through this program will reduce sediment and 

nutrient runoff into the waters of the Susquehanna River.   

   

Funding is available to agricultural producers to implement practices to 

treat the runoff from barnyards and bunk silos, implement milkhouse 

waste systems, and to help store and manage manure. Local Partners 

and NRCS offices will work together to provide assistance to producers 

in the project area in planning and implementing conservation 

practices.  

   

This RCPP partnership announces July 21, 2017 as the application 

cutoff date for the first round of funding. Applicants must provide a  

copy of their Comprehensive Nutrient Management Plan by August 18,  

2017 for consideration in this round of funding. All applications are 

competitive and are ranked based on locally identified resource 

priorities and the overall benefit to the environment.  

   

Interested landowners should contact their local NRCS office for 

additional information and to obtain an application. Broome NRCS 607-

723-1384 x3 
   
As part of application process, all landowners will need to complete USDA eligibility 

requirements. To find information on EQIP Eligibility please visit: http://

www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/detail/ny/programs/financial/eqip/?

cid=nrcs144p2_027069 . 

 

If you are interested in applying for an NRCS conservation program please visit 

the NRCS web site for information at: http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/

detail/ny/programs/?cid=nrcs144p2_027058 .  

  

You may apply by visiting your local NRCS field office, which can be located using 

the web site: http://offices.sc.egov.usda.gov/locator/app?state=NY .  

USDA-NRCS WELCOMES EVAN SWEENEY – SOIL 

CONSERVATIONIST STUDENT TRAINEE 

 
Joining our team is Evan Sweeney from Syracuse, NY. Evan is a graduate student 

at SUNY-ESF pursuing a Master’s of Science degree within the Natural Resources 

Management department. His masters work has been soil and water related and his 

undergraduate experience has been with ESF in the Natural Resource Management 

Department with a focus on forestry. He joins us through the NRCS Pathways 

Program where current students can work for the department gaining experience 

and hopefully a job at the end of the internship. Originally from Brooklyn, NY, 

Evan moved to central New York in 2007 for college and besides 2 years down in 

Connecticut working for the Audubon society in 2011 to 2012, has remained here 

since. Evan is thrilled to be a part of the NRCS and Broome County Soil and Water 

team.  

Horticulture Hot Line (607) 772-5958 Thursdays 9am-12 

noon—Cornell Cooperative Ext. Broome County 

 BINGHAMTON  

       GARDEN 

         CLUB 

Special THANKS to Wendy Calderio 

and Terry Woodnorth who donated 

towards the 2017 Envirothon 

http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/detail/ny/programs/financial/eqip/?cid=nrcs144p2_027069
http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/detail/ny/programs/financial/eqip/?cid=nrcs144p2_027069
http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/detail/ny/programs/financial/eqip/?cid=nrcs144p2_027069
http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/detail/ny/programs/?cid=nrcs144p2_027058
http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/detail/ny/programs/?cid=nrcs144p2_027058
http://offices.sc.egov.usda.gov/locator/app?state=NY


 

Broome Co. SWCD 

1163 Upper Front St. 

Binghamton, NY  13905 

(607) 724-9268 ext. 5; obroomecountys@stny.rr.com 

www.broomeswcd.org 

Earth Day 

Southern  

Tier  
 

PO Box 478 
Binghamton, NY 

Blueberries 

OR CURRENT POSTAL PATRON 

WEGMANS 
 

helping you make great meals easy 
650 Harry L Dr.; Johnson City, NY  

13790   

Blueberries 

Guide-Step 

Sportsmen’s Club Inc. 

Square Deal 

Sportsmen Club 

  WATCH FOR OUR  

                         NEXT NEWSLETTER  

                         WITH THE TREE 

                         ORDER FORM 


